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320 Journal of American Folk-Lore. 

Sacredness of the North. — In his book on " The Night of the Gods," 
p. 425 ff. (see Bibliographical Notes below), Mr. J. O'Neill brings together 
a variety of illustrations exhibiting the sacred character which in some reli- 
gions is attached to the North. We copy the following paragraphs (pp. 
426-430) : — 

" In the remotely archaic ritual for the Hindu cow-sacrifice, the priest 
stood up facing the North, and, covering his face with a cloth, repeated a 
mantra, offering any blood which had been spilt on the ground to the ser- 
pents to whom it belonged. ... In the trial of the Juhaj of Manipur for 
the killing of Messrs. Quinton and Grainwood on 24th March, 1891, the 
ninth witness was Sagonsenha Dana Singh, who stated (on 4th June) that 
he was an executioner by profession. He executed four officers and one 
bugler. He faced the North while executing them. The victims faced the 
West ; they were standing. In this mode of execution we must discern a 
human sacrifice, for the victims were brought for beheading before the two 
' dragons ' which were the chief idols of Manipur. The sacrificing execu- 
tioner (priest) faced the northern place of the heavens-god. In 2 Kings 
xvi. 14, the blood is, according to the only comprehendable text, applied by 
Ahaz to the northern flank of the altar." 

" The Chinese North is the point ' over which the Polestar stands,' while 
the three other points are referred to the sun : E. where he rises, S. where 
he rests, and W. where he sets. The emperor when officiating at the round 
altar of Heaven faces the N., and the Taoists turn to the same point when 
addressing the first person of their Trinity, just as the pagan Germans did 
when praying and sacrificing. The round altar of Heaven, Tien, stands 
at the N. of the Northern round temple at Peking. In divining by the 
tortoise shell, the Emperor faced N., while the divining priest holding the 
shell faced S., that is, faced the Emperor." 

" Mr. W. G. Aston, C. M. G, who possesses such an intimate knowledge 
of Japan and Corea, and the languages of both countries, informs me that 
both the Mikado of Japan and the King of Corea place themselves in the 
North while holding a court ; while the palaces of both Kioto and of Soril 
lie to the North of those cities, and their chief gates open to the South. 
The main entrance to the castle of Tokio (Yedo) is also in the South." 

"One of the oldest, most permanent, indubitable connections of the 
North with the Divinity is assuredly that still subsisting clearly in Roman 
classical times in the templum of the augurs, and there need be no doubt 
that the position of that templum has descended to us in Christian churches, 
and in the Northern position of their celebrating ministers, which still gives 
rise in England to ecclesiastical litigation. 

" The initial essential point to posit and bear in mind is that, the templum 
being for sighting and observing celestial phenomena and the venue and 
flight of the birds of the heavens, it was by virtue of necessity a dividing- 
off of the whole heavens ; the templum was thus originally celestial. So 
did Varro say that templum originally applied to the whole extent of the 
heavens. ' Bene autem universus mundus Dei templum vocatur,' wrote 
Mserobius; and that meaning is still familiar to ourselves in devotional 
poesy." 



